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HERMES EXPO

INTERNATIONAL a
THE PREMIER HUB FOR TRADE, COMMERCE, AND CULTURE SINCE 1992

LETTER FROM THE FOUNDER & PRESIDENT

Dear Friends, Colleagues, and Members of our Community,

Thirty-five years ago, Hermes Expo began with a clear purpose: to create a space
where our community could come together in a meaningful and productive way. At
the time, there was no platform that fully connected Greek-American professionals
and businesses while also maintaining a strong and active link with Greece. That
need became our responsibility and our mission.

What followed was not built overnight. It developed through relationships, trust,
and a shared commitment to progress. Over time, Hermes Expo grew into a
platform that people return to because of its value, bringing together thousands of
businesses and tens of thousands of individuals, including entrepreneurs,
executives, public officials, and organizations from across the United States and
Greece.

Its impact is reflected not only in participation, but in what it has helped create.
Hermes Expo has supported business growth, encouraged collaboration across
industries, and strengthened economic and professional ties between the United
States and Greece. At the same time, it has reinforced something equally
important: the role of our heritage, our language, and our identity as part of that
progress.

What continues to define Hermes Expo is its foundation. It is built on
consistency, trust, and a clear understanding of the importance of connection. The
principles that guide it, filotimo, integrity, and commitment to community, are not
simply referenced, but practiced. This is what gives the platform its strength and
allows it to continue evolving with purpose.

Today, Hermes Expo stands as a dynamic environment where business and
culture come together naturally, creating real opportunities and meaningful
relationships. It reflects not only what we do, but who we are.

As | reflect on this journey, | do so with gratitude for those who believed in this
vision, supported it along the way, and continue to carry it forward.

As we look ahead, our focus remains clear: to advance Greek-American
enterprise, to carry forward the values and identity of Hellenism in America, and to
sustain a meaningful and enduring bridge with Greece, one built on connection,
shared purpose, and continued progress. Thank you for being part of this.

Warmest Wishes,

Sl Katrotdiod

Paul Kotrotsios, MBA
Founder & President
Hermes Expo International

"At Hermes Expo, we
believe success isn't
just about who you
know—it's about how

well they know and
trust you. As a vital
asset to our strategic
partners, Hermes Expo
serves as a dynamic
forum connecting
businesses and
professional
communities across
the USA and Europe.
The Greek - American
community plays an
instrumental role in
driving our
achievements. Through
unparalleled
networking
opportunities, Hermes
Expo is dedicated to
advancing, promoting,
and empowering
businesses to thrive,
innovate, and build
lasting connections.”

Pl Kaotrotdiod
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Message on the Occasion of the 35th Hermes Expo International

from H.E. Ambassador Aglaia Balta
Permanent Representative of Greece to the United Nations

On the occasion of the 35th Anniversary of Hermes Expo International, | wish to extend
my warmest congratulations to the organizers and participants of this important milestone.

For over three decades, Hermes Expo has served as a dynamic platform fostering
entrepreneurship, innovation, and meaningful connections within the Greek-American
community and beyond. lts continued success stands as a testament to the vision and
dedication of its founders and to the enduring strength of Hellenic enterprise in the United
States.

At a time of evolving global challenges and opportunities, initiatives such as Hermes Expo
play a vital role in promoting dialogue, economic cooperation, and community
engagement across sectors and generations.

During my tenure as Consul General of Greece in New York, | had the opportunity to
witness first-hand the dedicated efforts of Hermes Expo International in supporting
Greece, particularly during times of significant adversity.

While | regret that official commitments do not allow me to be present at this year’s event,
| convey my best wishes for a successful and inspiring Expo.

Please accept my sincere congratulations on this remarkable anniversary and my wishes
for continued growth and success in the years to come.

Aglaia Balta
Ambassador
Permanent Representative
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Dear Friends
.1

It is with great pleasure that I extend my warmest greetings on the occasion of the 35th
Anniversaty of the Hermes Expo International, a milestone that reflects decades of vision,
perseverance, and meaningful contribution to the Greek-American community.

Since its founding in 1992, Hermes Expo has strengthened, through its unique combination
of business networking, cultural engagement, and professional exchange, ithe ties between
Greece and the United States and has helped showcase the dynamism of Hellenic
entrepreneurship across sectors.

The celebration of this 35-year journey is, above all, a tribute to the individuals and institutions
who have shaped and sustained this remarkable initiative. T wish to extend my sincere
congratulations to all of this year’s distinguished honorees, whose achievements in business,
education, public service, and community leadership reflect the very best of our shared values.
Their example inspires not only excellence, but also a deep sense of respon sibility toward the
communnitics we setve.

Allow me also to express my appreciation for the recognition extended to me on this occasion.
I accept it with humility, as a reflection of the collective efforts of the Consulate General of
Greece in New Yotk and of our broader commitment to serving the Greek-American
community and strengthen the ties between our nations.

Hermes Hxpo stands today as more than an event it is a living testament to a tradition of
enterprise shaped by resilience, creativity, and a profound sense of duty to both heritage and
progress. As we look ahead, | am confident that it will continue to serve as a vital bridge which
connects ideas, people, and opportunities, while inspiring the next genetation of leaders.

Please accept my heartfelt congratulations once again on this significant anniversary, and my
best wishes for continued success in the years to come.

With highest regards,

igenia Kanara
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TOWNSHIP OF OLD BRIDGE
February lth, 2026

Paul Koftrotsios, MBA
Founder & CEO, Hellenic News of America
Founder, President & CEO | Hermes Expo International

Dear Paul,

I would like to take this opportunity to first congratulate you on the milestone Anniversary the 35th year of the
Hermes Expo, as well as making Old Bridge Township the Expo’s new home. I would also like to express my
appreciation for your efforts to assist the Old Bridge Mayor’s Office of Economic Development in fostering
economic growth between your organization and the Old Bridge Township business community and other
communities. My office works closely with our local businesses, stakeholders. developers, and investors seek-
ing opportunities both within Old Bridge Township and the international business community.

Old Bridge Township is the perfect location to bridge the Greek, American, and Township cultures together
through your platform. Through working together, there is no doubt we will drive commerce and forge strong
relationships with our diverse businesses across our town with your domestic and international partners. This
annual event will be a great opportunity to continue to explore the over 600 + businesses that make up the Old
Bridge Township business community. Furthermore, the Expo will provide us with an opportunity to show that
Old Bridge Township is an unbeatable location with its well-educated workforce, demographics and strong re-
tail and wholesale marketplace profile.

I am looking forward to working with you and networking with the Greek American community, companies.
representatives, business leaders and entrepreneurs. Also, I am eager to interact with prospective partners from
both sides of the international marketplace at the event and in the future. I wish you another successful Expo
here in Old Bridge Township.

Thank you again for all your efforts.

Steve Mamakas

Executive Officer, Mayor’s Office of Economic Development
NJBIZ — NJLM Public Private - Partnership Award Winner
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ORDER OF AHETPA

SUPREME LODGE HEADQUARTERS
AMERICAN HELLENIC EDUCATIONAL PROGRESSIVE ASSOCIATION

Office of the Supreme President
Dear Friends,

It is my distinet honor to extend heartfelt congratulations to Hermes Expo
International on the celebration of its 35th anniversary. For three and a
half decades, Hermes Expo under the visionary leadership of its founder
and President, Paul Kotrotsios has been an indispeusable forum for
fostering commercial, economic, and cultural ties among the United
States, Greece, Cyprus, and Europe. Paul’s leadership, and his work as
publisher and manager of the bilingual Hellenic News of America, have
helped to amplify the voice and presence of our community across
continents.

As Supreme President of AHEPA, and through my professional

experience as U.S. General Counsel for Enbridge Energy and service on numerous boards in Houston and beyond. I
have witnessed the profound and lasting impact that institutions like Hermes Expo bring to our people. These
gatherings do more than facilitate trade and investment; they strengthen bonds of heritage, encourage the exchange of
ideas, and cultivate opportunities for the next generation of Hellenic leaders and entrepreneurs. Hermes Expo’s
sustained commitment to excellence has created priceless platforms for connection, collaboration, and mutual
advancement.

Our work is rooted in enduring Hellenic values of faith, perseverance, and civic responsibility. T have long been
inspired by the timeless wisdom of Plato: “Apply yourself both now and in the next life. Without effort, you cannot
be prosperous. Though the land is good, you cannot have an abundant crop without cultivation”. It is this spirit of
disciplined effort and reverence for our shared heritage that continues to guide our community’s progress and our
individual pursuits of service and leadership.

On behalf of AHEPA and all who cherish our Hellenic legacy, I offer my warmest congratulations to Paul Kotrotsios,
the Hermes Expo team, and all participants who have contributed to this remarkable milestone. May Hetmes Expo
continues to thrive, fostering ever stronger cultural and economic ties and inspiring future generations to build upon
this proud legacy.

Sincerely,
E. Chris Kaitson
Supreme President

1909 Q STREET, NW « WASHINGTON, DC 20009« (202)232-6300 « FAX (202) 232-2140
Website: www.ahepa.org email: ahepa@ahepa.org
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Mr. Paul Kotrotsios,
Founder and President,
Hermes Expo

Dear Mr. Kotrotsios,

Over the past : 3 years, the Hermes Expo has grown into an esteemed event,
showcasing Gregk-American business, culture, and innovation, It serves as a vital
platform for entrepreneurs, business owners, and professionals to connect,
showcase their talents, and explore opportunities. 1 am very proud to annually
support this wonderful association and wish it continued success.

| want to express my deepest appreciation to you, Mr. Kotrotsios, and your family
for your exceptional leadership in organizing the Hermes Expo. Your vision and
passion have made a profound impact on the Greek-American community. Your
unwavering support has nurtured the growth and success of this event.

To all the exhibitors, attendees, and participants, | appreciate your invaluable
contributions. Your dedication and hard work inspire others and exemplify the
entrepreneurial spirit.

As we celebrate this milestone, | am confident the 35th Hermes Expo will be an
extraordinary event filled with meaningful connections and exciting opportunities.

Congratulations, Mr. Kotrotsios, and your entire family on this remarkable
achievement. The Hermes Expo has become integral to our community, and | am
excited for its continued growth and success.

Wishing you and the entire Hermes Expo team a resounding success and a
memorable event.

Warmest regards,
=
s
Peter Parthenis |r.

President & CEQ
Grecian Delight | Kronos

1201 Tonne Rood | Ek Grove Villkags. Il 40007 One Kronos Dnve | Glencaole Heighle, IL 60139
800 421.4387 | www GrecionDelight com BOO.421 D099 | www KronosFoodCorp.com
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Oy PennState ZissisC.Chroneos, Ph.D., Professor
\ys o iy Department of Pediatrics
College of Medicine DivisionofNeonatal-Perinatal Medicine
P.O. Box 850

Hershey, PA 17033-0850
(717) 531-4718 (office)
(903) 530-7389 (Cell)
zchroneos@pennstatehealth.psu.edu

April 21, 2026

Paul Kotrotsios, MBA

Founder, Hellenic News of America

Founder & President, Hermes Expo

Founding Member & Director, BVRA
Immediate Past President of HANC

Aphrodite Kotrotsios, MS

CEO & Publisher, Hellenic News od America
Executive Director, Hermes Expo International
Founder & President, Businesy

Dear Paul and Aphrodite,

It is a pleasure and an honor to have the opportunity to inform on beta-Thalassemia at Hermes
Expo International.

Beta-Thalassemia, which encompasses Cooley’s Anemia is a complex genetic disease highly
prevalent in individuals of Greek and Mediterranean ancestry, caused by mutations in the beta-
hemoglobin gene. Beta-Thalassemia is a heterogeneous disease that affects individuals across the
life span. An unmet need to understand the prevalence, disease burden, and morbidity of beta-
Thalassemia in Greek American communities and in the general population following decades of
immigration and integration.

The Hermes Expo International offers a unique non-traditional venue to reach out to the wider
community crucial to our efforts on public health awareness, education, and research to help
improve health outcomes in affected individuals and communities.

Sincerely,

AL

Zissis Chroneos, Ph.D.,

Professor of Pediatrics, and Cell and Biological systems
Director of Research, Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine

Director, Pulmonary Immunology and Physiology Laboratory

Penn State College of Medicine * Penn State Milton S. Hershey Medical Center
DepartmentofPediatrics,500UniversityDr.,MailCode HO85P.0. Box850,Hershey,PA17033-0851
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April 21, 2026

Paul Kotrotsios

Founder & CEO, Hellenic News of America

Founder, President & CEO, Hermes Expo International
New Jersey

Dear Paul,

On behalf of the entire team at New Horizon Abstract Inc., it is with great pride and heartfelt appreciation
that we extend our warmest congratulations to Hermes Expo International on the remarkable milestone of
35 years of the Expo. Three and a half decades of dedication, vision, and service to the business community
is a testament to your organization’s extraordinary commitment to fostering growth, opportunity, and
connection across the region.

The Hermes Expo has long stood as a cornerstone event for businesses throughout New Jersey and beyond.
Year after year, it provides an invaluable platform for professionals to connect, collaborate, and build the
relationships that drive real economic impact. Reaching 35 years is no small achievement; it speaks to the
integrity and passion that your team brings to everything you do.

We are equally proud to celebrate your ongoing collaboration with the Central New Jersey Regional
Chamber of Commerce. This partnership reflects our shared belief that thriving local businesses are the
backbone of a thriving community. Together, we remain committed to supporting the entrepreneurs,
professionals, and organizations that make Central New Jersey such a dynamic and vibrant place to do
business.

We also wish to extend our sincerest congratulations to you and the Hermes Expo team on receiving the
Community Engagement Award at this year’s Gala. This recognition is incredibly well-deserved. It reflects
the genuine impact your organization has made not just as an event organizer, but as a true steward of the
community. The work you do to bring people together, uplift local businesses, and invest in the fabric of
this region does not go unnoticed, and it is deeply gratifying to see it honored in such a meaningful way.

As you celebrate this incredible milestone, please know that New Horizon Abstract Inc. stands proudly
alongside you. We look forward to many more years of collaboration, community, and continued success
together. Here’s to the next 35 years and beyond.

With sincere congratulations and gratitude,
P ;
@ J'?N\J:W Mo Y

Christiene Gonce
Business Development Manager, New Horizon Abstract Inc.
President, Central New Jersey Regional Chamber of Commerce
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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT

between
THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, USA
and

THE MUNICIPALITY OF THESSALONIKI, GREECE

S
Thg City of Philedeiphia and the Muni . of Thessaonik, Giooce hererfler relerrad to as
The Parles’ wetheng to sbengthen £ educalion, ecoromic and Lrade lies setween the
Unted States and Greans have agrepd %6 sgn the following Friendship anc Cooperation

Agresmant:

1. The partics shall promcto mﬂwnu education, culturad, trade, and scondmes
tiers Dehwsssn both muricipal m

The mm;ulum:wiﬂ'ﬁ%“m“lﬂammﬂtn {prowdad
imnmlmdqﬁnﬂmmdm financial o business affalrs
thlfurrmlbuuhlrnd]_ 13

3. The parties wil eatshish’ 4 ﬂmg:‘hln h:-w through the organization of
: i W giodips and participation in trade

i

fairs, with the objeclive: ing (e m Datween Ame-icar and Grens
busiressad in | m % Tra paries agres to
arganize trade i i Tm I ‘pecordance wih a mubually
amwu S N S

4 Invits ummﬂi: u@;mmwm &
somnars and othor businaes

5. The parfies shal ﬂﬂmapwm-h axacuting this Agreement and
mmmmrﬂmm

8 The paries nmumnm:y stmummdmfwmm irlerest of
both sides for the mﬁndhw i

It 1w acknteckped (nn Uny Mﬂ ASIADISNEE 85 WISONON 10 WOk Ioguiie” und is
mof ntended fo be legaly b ﬁ* muncipal govemment &md Mha' oty fevem
conghiuies an obligabon, or gthermize. Al octvitivs comtemplated under this
Memaoranchun arp sulvedt o lha availabiity of finds and pecsonne® as well a5 (e laws and
rmmmmmum'st

The Awemmmmmdnmﬁn beth parfes in Philadelphaa,
Pennsylvaria, USA and Thessalonikl, mmﬁ iy of April of two Thowsand and b

Honorable Jobn F. Strest
gryor \
City of Phitaceiphia

Flve gz ol M por, ¥aslis Papageorgoupoah 5 (dght] bungs i Phisobiohia s Me por, Jodin

Soeat, the Sgne d bushess sagrearmernt botwean the B cs, maming Hermas Spo’s Paol
Kobutoor a5t “godfthar of this profund relitin ship” M. Papeguorguoo wbs i aocoime
panied by M. Themis Bartsiotis, CEOQ ofBELENEO snd 3 Busmess Dekaption
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Micvast A Nurres, Mavos

ProOCLAMATION

Greece has long heen a major contributor to the Americ
revernrment systems, businesses and eveén the
upon Greek foundations, The City of Philadelphin, specifically, is one of the
Iargest Greek cammunities in the United States. Greek influence is evident

through  our Cily's restauranty, educational fnstitutions anmd  charitable
erganizations,

! an callure, e
English languape are all based

r Since 2002, Fhiladclphina and the Mumicipality of “Thessalonlki, Greece
established o memorandum  of  understanding.  Like Phikaclelphia,
Thiessaloniki is ane of jis ndion's larges) regions of commercial, sducational
and economic develapment and exchange and it is vich with culfure and
history. In sgreement to support the free exchanpe of information and fdeas
hetween cities, 8 memorandum fornudized the preat relationship that these
Pwar cities havve shared for many vears.

The Groeek community of Philadelphia is a thriving business environment.
Through the United States-Girecoe Business Advisory Council of Greater
Philadelphia and the Greek-American Chamber of Commierce, businesses
have prown and fourished, frivnil\.ii[p_n. havie been l'qrgnl and poeodwill has
been established among Greece, the City of Philadelphia and its Greek
cammtnity.

Since 1992, the Hermes Fxpo has promoted Greek-American business and
connomic conperal This annual event consistently brings participation
Trom Greek and American companies by recogniring the achievements of the
Greck business community,

The Hérmes 1".:|||H:| oo place where large corporations and small Family-
owned busineses work together to achieve a stronger Greek  business
community within the City of Philadelphia.

THEREFORE...

I, Michael A Nutter, Mayor of the City of Philadelphia, do herehy prociaim
the April 4, 2009 as

Hermes Expo Day

and encournge fellow. cilizéns 1o participate in this important event and
congratulate the organizers of this expo for 18 years of success.

Michael A. Nutter
Mavor

Given wnder my band and the Seal
of thie City of Philadelphis, on this
fourth day ol April, two thiousand
and nine. -
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https://olympicpayroll.com/
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