


MESSAGE 
for small 

 BUSINESS OWNERS
THE PREMIER HUB FOR TRADE, COMMERCE, AND CULTURE SINCE 1992

Dear Friends, Colleagues, and Members of our Community,

     Thirty-five years ago, Hermes Expo began with a clear purpose: to create a space
where our community could come together in a meaningful and productive way. At
the time, there was no platform that fully connected Greek-American professionals
and businesses while also maintaining a strong and active link with Greece. That
need became our responsibility and our mission.
     What followed was not built overnight. It developed through relationships, trust,
and a shared commitment to progress. Over time, Hermes Expo grew into a
platform that people return to because of its value, bringing together thousands of
businesses and tens of thousands of individuals, including entrepreneurs,
executives, public officials, and organizations from across the United States and
Greece.
     Its impact is reflected not only in participation, but in what it has helped create.
Hermes Expo has supported business growth, encouraged collaboration across
industries, and strengthened economic and professional ties between the United
States and Greece. At the same time, it has reinforced something equally
important: the role of our heritage, our language, and our identity as part of that
progress.
     What continues to define Hermes Expo is its foundation. It is built on
consistency, trust, and a clear understanding of the importance of connection. The
principles that guide it, filotimo, integrity, and commitment to community, are not
simply referenced, but practiced. This is what gives the platform its strength and
allows it to continue evolving with purpose.
     Today, Hermes Expo stands as a dynamic environment where business and
culture come together naturally, creating real opportunities and meaningful
relationships. It reflects not only what we do, but who we are.
     As I reflect on this journey, I do so with gratitude for those who believed in this
vision, supported it along the way, and continue to carry it forward.
     As we look ahead, our focus remains clear: to advance Greek-American
enterprise, to carry forward the values and identity of Hellenism in America, and to
sustain a meaningful and enduring bridge with Greece, one built on connection,
shared purpose, and continued progress.  Thank you for being part of this.

Warmest Wishes,

Paul Kotrotsios, MBA
Founder & President 
Hermes Expo International

“At Hermes Expo, we
believe success isn’t
just about who you
know—it’s about how
well they know and
trust you. As a vital
asset to our strategic
partners, Hermes Expo
serves as a dynamic
forum connecting
businesses and
professional
communities across
the USA and Europe.
The Greek-American
community plays an
instrumental role in
driving our
achievements. Through
unparalleled
networking
opportunities, Hermes
Expo is dedicated to
advancing, promoting,
and empowering
businesses to thrive,
innovate, and build
lasting connections."

Paul Kotrotsios

HERMES EXPO
INTERNATIONAL

LETTER FROM THE FOUNDER & PRESIDENT

Paul Kotrotsios
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Penn State College of Medicine • Penn State Milton S. Hershey Medical Center 
DepartmentofPediatrics,500UniversityDr.,MailCode H085P.O. Box850,Hershey,PA17033-0851 

ZissisC.Chroneos, Ph.D., Professor 
Department of Pediatrics 

DivisionofNeonatal-Perinatal Medicine 
P.O. Box 850 

Hershey, PA 17033-0850 
(717) 531-4718 (office) 
(903) 530-7389 (Cell) 

zchroneos@pennstatehealth.psu.edu 

Zissis Chroneos, Ph.D., 
Professor of Pediatrics, and Cell and Biological systems
Director of Research, Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine 
Director, Pulmonary Immunology and Physiology Laboratory 

April 21, 2026 
Paul Kotrotsios, MBA 
Founder, Hellenic News of America 
Founder & President, Hermes Expo 
Founding Member & Director, BVRA 
Immediate Past President of HANC 
Aphrodite Kotrotsios, MS 
CEO & Publisher, Hellenic News od America
Executive Director, Hermes Expo International
Founder & President, Businesy 

Dear Paul and Aphrodite, 
It is a pleasure and an honor to have the opportunity to inform on beta-Thalassemia at Hermes 
Expo International. 
Beta-Thalassemia, which encompasses Cooley’s Anemia is a complex genetic disease highly
prevalent in individuals of Greek and Mediterranean ancestry, caused by mutations in the beta-
hemoglobin gene. Beta-Thalassemia is a heterogeneous disease that affects individuals across the
life span. An unmet need to understand the prevalence, disease burden, and morbidity of beta-
Thalassemia in Greek American communities and in the general population following decades of
immigration and integration. 

The Hermes Expo International offers a unique non-traditional venue to reach out to the wider
community crucial to our efforts on public health awareness, education, and research to help
improve health outcomes in affected individuals and communities. 

Sincerely, 
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Dear Paul, 

April 21, 2026 

Christiene Gonce 
Business Development Manager, New Horizon Abstract Inc.
President, Central New Jersey Regional Chamber of Commerce 

With sincere congratulations and gratitude, 

Paul Kotrotsios 
Founder & CEO, Hellenic News of America 
Founder, President & CEO, Hermes Expo International
New Jersey 

As you celebrate this incredible milestone, please know that New Horizon Abstract Inc. stands proudly
alongside you. We look forward to many more years of collaboration, community, and continued success
together. Here’s to the next 35 years and beyond. 

The Hermes Expo has long stood as a cornerstone event for businesses throughout New Jersey and beyond.
Year after year, it provides an invaluable platform for professionals to connect, collaborate, and build the
relationships that drive real economic impact. Reaching 35 years is no small achievement; it speaks to the
integrity and passion that your team brings to everything you do. 

We also wish to extend our sincerest congratulations to you and the Hermes Expo team on receiving the
Community Engagement Award at this year’s Gala. This recognition is incredibly well-deserved. It reflects
the genuine impact your organization has made not just as an event organizer, but as a true steward of the
community. The work you do to bring people together, uplift local businesses, and invest in the fabric of
this region does not go unnoticed, and it is deeply gratifying to see it honored in such a meaningful way. 

We are equally proud to celebrate your ongoing collaboration with the Central New Jersey Regional
Chamber of Commerce. This partnership reflects our shared belief that thriving local businesses are the
backbone of a thriving community. Together, we remain committed to supporting the entrepreneurs,
professionals, and organizations that make Central New Jersey such a dynamic and vibrant place to do
business. 

On behalf of the entire team at New Horizon Abstract Inc., it is with great pride and heartfelt appreciation
that we extend our warmest congratulations to Hermes Expo International on the remarkable milestone of
35 years of the Expo. Three and a half decades of dedication, vision, and service to the business community
is a testament to your organization’s extraordinary commitment to fostering growth, opportunity, and
connection across the region. 

https://www.citizensformariyana.com/


https://www.citizensformariyana.com/


https://www.citizensformariyana.com/


SCAN THE QR CODE
TO FIND A DOCTOR .

HEALTHY 
HAPPENS

 with more
personalized
surgicaloptions.

 HackensackMeridian Old Bridge 
Medical Center is proud to announce
our expanded surgical expertise,
bringing advanced care to your
backyard. Our facility features leading
specialists in Bariatric, General,
Oncology, Thoracic, Vascular,
Colorectal, and Endocrine surgeries.
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@�_¯¨×«�¨�¼��¯ @Ma«l×a�a S¨×«�¨�¼��¯

Ma«l×a�a  T .  S¨×«�¨�¼��¯
 C�e«}  � f  ·he  Cl«c¼l ·  C�¼«·  � f  C��}  C�¼�·×

C��g«a·¼�a·l��¯ ·� Pa¼� K�·«�·¯l�¯
 �� ·he �cca¯l�� �f ·he 35  A��lÐe«¯a«× �f ·he He«�e¯ EÖ¨� ·h

& ·� a�� ·he H���«ee¯

ÑÑÑ.c��}c�¼�·×c�e«}�fc�¼«·.�«g

https://www.citizensformariyana.com/
https://www.citizensformariyana.com/
https://www.cookcountyclerkofcourt.org/


Phil ip  Chr i s t o phe r
Pres ident

 and 
reminds al l  exhibitors  that  we 

are also commemorating
 the 

52nd Anniversary 
of  the i l legal  invasion and 

continued occupation of  Cyprus.

The occupation must  end.

Intl. Coordinating Committee Justice for Cyprus
PSEKA

Salutes Hermes Expo
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T O

Vas i l i o s  Mataraga s
Pres ident  

 Congratulations 
Paul Kotrotsios

Events  l ike the Hermes Expo hold deep
signif icance for  the Greek-American community,

serving as  a  powerful  catalyst  for  unity,
entrepreneurship,  and cultural  preservation.

Hermes Expo empowers Greek-American
professionals  and business  owners  to connect ,

col laborate ,  and grow,  strengthening both their
enterprises  and their  shared heritage.

https://www.citizensformariyana.com/


Congratulations and
Best of Luck for 

Continued Success to 

Paul Kotrotsios 
 For a Job Well Done! 

Compliments of:
Patrick V. Larkin, Jr.

Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.
Media, PA 19063 
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Congratulat ions to Paul  Kotrotsios  on
 35 remarkable years  of  the Hermes Expo,

and to this  year ’s  outstanding honorees .

Hermes Expo stands as  a  powerful  platform
for connection,  opportunity,  and shared

purpose,  bringing our community together
while  strengthening i ts  future.

To the honorees ,  your achievements  ref lect
the values  and leadership that  continue to

move us  forward.  Wishing you al l  continued
success  and impact .

George Drogaris  & Family
VIP |  Richmond Pharmacy

Staten Is land,  NY
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Pan Gregorian Enterprises
of Metro New York & Long Island

 Congratulations 

Demetrios Kafchitsas, President & CEO
Frank Lountzis, Vice President

Nickolas Bardis, Treasurer
Maria Pakkou, Secretary

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Charles Marangoudakis

Robert Del Giorno
Andreas Tsagaridis, CPA

Peter Doukas, CPA
Richard Kim

Chef, Chris Christou
John Pittas, Esq., Legal Advisor

Tax Pros, Financial Advisors

to
Manny Niotis

on receiving the Business Excellence Award



To the Honorees of the
 35th Hermes Expo

 and to

Paul Kotrotsios

Your dedication continues to inspire
excellence, foster connection, and preserve the

spirit of Hellenism for generations to come.

 Congratulations 

Your Friends at Olympic Payroll
64 US-46 West, Pine Brook, NJ 07058

(973) 882-6882 | www.olympicpayroll.com

https://www.citizensformariyana.com/
https://www.google.com/search?q=olympic+payroll&rlz=1C5MACD_enUS1162US1162&oq=olympic+payroll&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqDwgAECMYJxjjAhiABBiKBTIPCAAQIxgnGOMCGIAEGIoFMhIIARAuGCcYrwEYxwEYgAQYigUyBwgCEAAYgAQyBwgDEAAYgAQyBwgEEAAYgAQyBggFEEUYPDIGCAYQRRg8MgYIBxBFGDzSAQgyNTg2ajBqNKgCALACAQ&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://olympicpayroll.com/


T� �¼« P«e¯lde�· M«¯. He�e� P¯a«a¯ a�d M«. J�h� P¯a«a¯

C��g«a·¼�a·l��¯ �� ·hl¯ aÑa«d Ñhlch ·«¼�× ¯h�Ñ¯ a�� ·he ha«d
Ñ�«} a�d dedlca·l�� ×�¼ haÐe glÐe� ·� �¼« c���¼�l·× a�d

a�� �Ðe« ·he Ñ�«�d. Y�¼« �eade«¯hl¨ l¯ l�¯¨l«l�g a�d ·«¼�×
a¨¨«ecla·ed.

We ·ha�} ×�¼ f�« a�� ×�¼« ¯¼¨¨�«· f�« ·he G«ee} Dla¯¨�«a!!!
Y�¼ a«e b�·h ��Ðed a�d a¨¨«ecla·ed!!!

Ma× G�d c��·l�¼e ·� b�e¯¯ ×�¼ b�·h Ñl·h hea�·h ·� c��·l�¼e
×�¼« e�deaÐ�«¯!!!

Wl·h ��Ðe,
The Ladle¯ Phl��¨·�ch�¯ �f H��× C«�¯¯ B«��}�×�

T� �¼« P«e¯lde�· M«¯. He�e� P¯a«a¯ a�d M«. J�h� P¯a«a¯

C��g«a·¼�a·l��¯ �� ·hl¯ aÑa«d Ñhlch ·«¼�× ¯h�Ñ¯ a�� ·he ha«d
Ñ�«} a�d dedlca·l�� ×�¼ haÐe glÐe� ·� �¼« c���¼�l·× a�d

a�� �Ðe« ·he Ñ�«�d. Y�¼« �eade«¯hl¨ l¯ l�¯¨l«l�g a�d ·«¼�×
a¨¨«ecla·ed.

We ·ha�} ×�¼ f�« a�� ×�¼« ¯¼¨¨�«· f�« ·he G«ee} Dla¯¨�«a!!!
Y�¼ a«e b�·h ��Ðed a�d a¨¨«ecla·ed!!!

Ma× G�d c��·l�¼e ·� b�e¯¯ ×�¼ b�·h Ñl·h hea�·h ·� c��·l�¼e
×�¼« e�deaÐ�«¯!!!

Wl·h ��Ðe,
The Ladle¯ Phl��¨·�ch�¯ �f H��× C«�¯¯ B«��}�×�

T� J�h� A�d He�e� P¯a«a¯

C��g«a·¼�a·l��¯ �� ×�¼« Ñe�� de¯e«Ðed aÑa«d!!!

Y�¼« dedlca·l�� a�d ha«d Ñ�«}
 haÐe ·«¼�× ¨ald �ff ��ce agal�! 

I· l¯ Ñ��de«f¼� ·� ¯ee ×�¼« ¯¼cce¯¯ «ec�g�lßed!

L�Ðe a�Ña×¯
K�¯·a¯ &Je��le L×}�¼«eß�¯

Ge�«ge a�d Dla�a GaÐ��¼dla¯
C��¯·a�·l�a GaÐ��¼dla¯

T� J�h� A�d He�e� P¯a«a¯

C��g«a·¼�a·l��¯ �� ×�¼« Ñe�� de¯e«Ðed aÑa«d!!!

Y�¼« dedlca·l�� a�d ha«d Ñ�«}
 haÐe ·«¼�× ¨ald �ff ��ce agal�! 

I· l¯ Ñ��de«f¼� ·� ¯ee ×�¼« ¯¼cce¯¯ «ec�g�lßed!

L�Ðe a�Ña×¯
K�¯·a¯ &Je��le L×}�¼«eß�¯

Ge�«ge a�d Dla�a GaÐ��¼dla¯
C��¯·a�·l�a GaÐ��¼dla¯





Wa«�e¯· c��g«a·¼�a·l��¯ ·� 
Pa¼� K�·«�·¯l�¯ & A¨h«�dl·e K�·«�·¯l�¯

 �� ·he �l�e¯·��e 35·h A��lÐe«¯a«× �f ·he He«�e¯ EÖ¨�
& 

·� ·hl¯ ×ea«’¯ dl¯·l�g¼l¯hed h���«ee¯ 
f�« ·hel« «e�a«}ab�e achleÐe�e�·¯.

Cha«�e¯ Ca¨e·a�a}l¯, E¯ª. 
A�d«ea¯ K�¼·¯�¼da}l¯, E¯ª.

Wa«�e¯· c��g«a·¼�a·l��¯ ·� 
Pa¼� K�·«�·¯l�¯ & A¨h«�dl·e K�·«�·¯l�¯

 �� ·he �l�e¯·��e 35·h A��lÐe«¯a«× �f ·he He«�e¯ EÖ¨�
& 

·� ·hl¯ ×ea«’¯ dl¯·l�g¼l¯hed h���«ee¯ 
f�« ·hel« «e�a«}ab�e achleÐe�e�·¯.

Cha«�e¯ Ca¨e·a�a}l¯, E¯ª. 
A�d«ea¯ K�¼·¯�¼da}l¯, E¯ª.





Ce�eb«a·l�g ·he 2026 He«�e¯ EÖ¨� H���«ee¯

Wl·h ¯¨ecla� c��g«a·¼�a·l��¯ ·� 
EÐe��×� T¯ladl¯,

 a�d ·� a�� ·h�¯e bel�g «ec�g�lßed f�« ·hel« 
�¼·¯·a�dl�g c��·«lb¼·l��¯ a�d �eade«¯hl¨.

I· l¯ a ¨«lÐl�ege ·� ac}��Ñ�edge l�dlÐld¼a�¯ Ñh� 
c��·l�¼e ·� �a}e a �ea�l�gf¼� l�¨ac·.

Wl·h ¯l�ce«e «ega«d¯,
Ja�e¯ P���¯ a�d Fa�l�×

Mld�a�·lc P«�¨e«·× Ma�age�e�·

Ce�eb«a·l�g ·he 2026 He«�e¯ EÖ¨� H���«ee¯

Wl·h ¯¨ecla� c��g«a·¼�a·l��¯ ·� 
EÐe��×� T¯ladl¯,

 a�d ·� a�� ·h�¯e bel�g «ec�g�lßed f�« ·hel« 
�¼·¯·a�dl�g c��·«lb¼·l��¯ a�d �eade«¯hl¨.

I· l¯ a ¨«lÐl�ege ·� ac}��Ñ�edge l�dlÐld¼a�¯ Ñh� 
c��·l�¼e ·� �a}e a �ea�l�gf¼� l�¨ac·.

Wl·h ¯l�ce«e «ega«d¯,
Ja�e¯ P���¯ a�d Fa�l�×

Mld�a�·lc P«�¨e«·× Ma�age�e�·



Ama Systems | Argeroplos Family



C��g«a·¼�a·l��¯ ·� ·he He«�e¯ EÖ¨� Tea� 
�� 35 ×ea«¯ �f ¯¼cce¯¯ a�d l�¨ac·!

Wa«�e¯· c��g«a·¼�a·l��¯ ·� a�� ·hl¯ ×ea«’¯ h���«ee¯ 
f�« ×�¼« �¼·¯·a�dl�g achleÐe�e�·¯.

Wl·h be¯· Ñl¯he¯,
 AHEPA Cha¨·e« #26

THE GREATER PHILADELPHIA HERCULES-SPARTAN CHAPTER

C��g«a·¼�a·l��¯ ·� ·he He«�e¯ EÖ¨� Tea� 
�� 35 ×ea«¯ �f ¯¼cce¯¯ a�d l�¨ac·!

Wa«�e¯· c��g«a·¼�a·l��¯ ·� a�� ·hl¯ ×ea«’¯ h���«ee¯ 
f�« ×�¼« �¼·¯·a�dl�g achleÐe�e�·¯.

Wl·h be¯· Ñl¯he¯,
 AHEPA Cha¨·e« #26

THE GREATER PHILADELPHIA HERCULES-SPARTAN CHAPTER

C��g«a·¼�a·l��¯ �� ·hl¯ ×ea«’¯ He«�e¯ EÖ¨� Ga�a! 

 Wa«� Rega«d¯ a�d �¼« Be¯· Wl¯he¯ f«�� ·he ·ea� a· 

Nostos Estiatorio 

420 E 59·h S·«ee· NeÑ Y�«} NY 10022 - (212) 220-4135

C��g«a·¼�a·l��¯ �� ·hl¯ ×ea«’¯ He«�e¯ EÖ¨� Ga�a! 

 Wa«� Rega«d¯ a�d �¼« Be¯· Wl¯he¯ f«�� ·he ·ea� a· 

Nostos Estiatorio 

420 E 59·h S·«ee· NeÑ Y�«} NY 10022 - (212) 220-4135
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HONOREES

Iphigenia Kanara
Diplomatic Service Award

Iphigenia Kanara serves as Consul General of  Greece in New York, representing the Hellenic Republic in one of  the most
influential diplomatic posts in the United States. With a distinguished career in diplomacy, she has played a pivotal role in
strengthening relations between Greece and the United States, advancing economic cooperation, cultural exchange, and
strategic partnerships.
Throughout her tenure, she has worked closely with government leaders, business communities, and Greek-American
organizations to promote Greece’s presence across key sectors including trade, investment, tourism, and innovation. Her
leadership has helped elevate bilateral engagement while reinforcing the importance of  the Greek diaspora as a bridge
between the two nations.
Known for her professionalism, accessibility, and commitment to Hellenism, Ms. Kanara has been instrumental in supporting
initiatives that highlight Greek heritage, language, and culture, while also fostering new opportunities for collaboration. She
has actively engaged with chambers of  commerce, academic institutions, and civic organizations, strengthening networks that
benefit both Greece and the United States.
Her work reflects a deep understanding of  diplomacy not only as representation, but as connection—bringing people, ideas,
and opportunities together. Through her efforts, she continues to advance Greece’s global presence while empowering the
Greek-American community to play an active role in that mission.

Hon. Mariyana Spyropoulos
Public Service Award

The Honorable Mariyana Spyropoulos serves as Clerk of  the Circuit Court of  Cook County, one of  the largest unified court
systems in the United States. Since taking office, she has led with a clear mission to make the justice system more accessible,
transparent, and responsive to the public.
Her leadership has focused on modernization and inclusion. She has introduced expanded digital services, improved public
access to court information, and implemented multilingual tools to better serve diverse communities. Through initiatives such
as Amnesty Week and the Second Chance Summit, her office has helped thousands of  individuals resolve legal matters and
reconnect with opportunities for employment and stability.
As the daughter of  Greek immigrants, she brings a strong sense of  responsibility and purpose to public service. Her work
reflects the values of  integrity, accountability, and commitment to community—principles deeply rooted in her heritage.
Her connection to Hermes Expo is also personal. Her late father, Theodore Spyropoulos, was a devoted supporter of  the
Expo from its earliest years, believing deeply in its mission to unite and elevate the Greek-American community. Today, she
continues that legacy through her own leadership and service.
Through her work, Clerk Spyropoulos exemplifies the impact of  principled leadership, ensuring that institutions serve people
with fairness, dignity, and opportunity.

www.hermesexpo.com



HONOREES

Rev. Protopresbyter Paul G. Pappas
Spiritual Leadership Award

Rev. Protopresbyter Paul G. Pappas has dedicated his life to faith, leadership, and service within the Greek Orthodox Church
and the broader community. As a respected spiritual leader, he has guided generations of  faithful with wisdom, compassion,
and unwavering commitment.
Throughout his ministry, Father Pappas has strengthened parish life, supported families, and fostered a deeper connection to
Orthodox faith and Hellenic traditions. His leadership extends beyond the church, as he has played an active role in
community engagement, mentorship, and philanthropic initiatives that uplift those in need.
Known for his ability to connect with people from all walks of  life, he has served as both a spiritual guide and a unifying
presence. His work reflects the enduring values of  faith, service, humility, and love for community.
Father Pappas has also supported initiatives that promote Hellenism, recognizing the importance of  preserving language,
culture, and identity within the Greek-American experience. His influence has helped strengthen the spiritual and cultural
foundation of  the community.
His lifelong dedication serves as a reminder that true leadership is rooted in service to others. Through his words and actions,
he continues to inspire faith, unity, and purpose.

John & Helen Psaras
Aristotelian Award

John and Helen Psaras represent a remarkable story of  vision, perseverance, and generosity. Together, they have built a life
defined by entrepreneurial success, deep faith, and unwavering commitment to community.
John Psaras, born in Cyprus and raised on the island of  Chios, immigrated to the United States at the age of  19. By the age of
22, he had already purchased his first building, launching a career that would grow into a highly successful real estate
enterprise. As founder of  John Psaras Realty Inc. and John Psaras Realty Management Co., he has built and managed an
extensive portfolio across Brooklyn and Long Island over more than four decades.
Helen Psaras, born in Lemnos, has been an integral partner in both business and philanthropy. A respected community leader,
she has played a central role in supporting charitable, educational, and cultural initiatives that strengthen the Greek-American
community.
Together, they have made lasting contributions through scholarships, major donations to educational institutions, and the
creation of  philanthropic projects in Greece, including an elder care center and museum in Helen’s hometown. They have
supported the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese through their involvement in Leadership 100 and remain deeply committed to
the advancement of  faith and Hellenism.
John is an Archon of  the Ecumenical Patriarchate, one of  the highest honors of  the Orthodox Christian community, while
Helen is a board member of  the National Philoptochos Society. Both have received numerous awards, including the Ellis
Island Medal of  Honor, and have been recognized by civic, religious, and cultural organizations for their contributions.
Their lives reflect the essence of  the Aristotelian ideal, excellence in action, guided by purpose, generosity, and a deep sense of
responsibility to others.

www.hermesexpo.com
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HONOREES

Evellyn Leontarakis Tsiadis
Athena Award

Evellyn Leontarakis Tsiadis is a dynamic leader whose work reflects strength, vision, and dedication to both professional
excellence and community impact. With a strong presence in business and civic engagement, she has built a reputation for
leadership grounded in integrity and purpose.
Throughout her career, she has demonstrated the ability to lead with clarity while fostering meaningful relationships across
industries. Her work extends beyond business, as she has actively supported initiatives that empower individuals, promote
education, and strengthen the Greek-American community.
Known for her passion and drive, Evellyn embodies the qualities of  leadership, resilience, and commitment. She brings people
together, creates opportunities, and contributes to initiatives that reflect the values of  Hellenism.
Her influence continues to grow through her involvement in organizations and efforts that promote professional
development and community connection. She represents a modern expression of  leadership rooted in heritage, guided by
purpose, and focused on impact.

Dr. Evelyn Bilias Lolis
Athena Award

Dr. Evelyn Bilias Lolis serves as Dean of  the School of  Education and Human Development at Fairfield University and has
dedicated over 25 years to the field of  mental health, education, and wellness. Her work focuses on promoting resilience,
connection, and well-being across individuals, families, and organizations.
She has developed therapeutic programs, consulted with schools and corporations, and contributed to national research,
including her work with the American Psychological Association on mind-body health and gratitude practices. Her ability to
translate research into practical application has made her a leading voice in wellness and mental health.
Dr. Lolis has taught graduate-level courses across multiple disciplines and was recognized as Graduate Professor of  the Year.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, she provided guidance and support through numerous seminars and public engagements
focused on managing stress and uncertainty.
Deeply connected to her faith and heritage, she integrates Hellenic values into her work and serves the community through
education and service. She is also President of  the Hellenic Professional Women organization, where she has launched
initiatives supporting women’s development and well-being.
Her work reflects a commitment to empowering individuals and strengthening communities through knowledge, compassion,
and purpose.
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Leonidas Papoulias
Paideia Award

Leonidas Papoulias is a dedicated educator and advocate for the preservation of  Greek language and culture. Through his
work, he has played a vital role in strengthening Hellenic education and ensuring that future generations remain connected to
their heritage.
As a leader in Greek education, he has contributed to the development of  programs that promote language learning, cultural
understanding, and community engagement. His efforts have helped create meaningful educational experiences that extend
beyond the classroom.
His commitment to paideia, the holistic development of  knowledge, character, and identity—is reflected in his work with
students and families. He has supported initiatives that reinforce the importance of  Greek heritage while preparing individuals
to succeed in a modern world.
Through his leadership, he continues to inspire a deeper appreciation for language, culture, and tradition.

Despina Apostolidou
Paideia Award
Despina Apostolidou is a passionate educator committed to advancing Greek language and cultural education. Her work
reflects a deep dedication to preserving Hellenic identity through teaching, mentorship, and community engagement.
She has played a key role in developing educational programs that support language learning and cultural awareness, helping
students build a meaningful connection to their heritage. Her approach emphasizes both academic excellence and cultural
pride.
Through her involvement in Greek schools and community initiatives, she has contributed to the growth and sustainability of
Hellenic education. Her work ensures that traditions, language, and values continue to be passed down with care and purpose.
Her commitment to education reflects the enduring importance of  paideia in shaping future generations.

Manny Niotis
Business Excellence Award
Manny Niotis is a successful entrepreneur whose leadership in the hospitality industry has made a lasting impact. Through his
work, he has built a respected brand known for quality, consistency, and innovation.
His approach to business is rooted in discipline, vision, and a deep understanding of  the customer experience. Over the years,
he has expanded his operations while maintaining a strong commitment to excellence and growth.
Beyond business, Manny has remained connected to the Greek-American community, supporting initiatives and contributing
to efforts that promote entrepreneurship and cultural identity. His work reflects the values of  hard work, resilience, and
dedication.
His success serves as an example of  how strong leadership and clear vision can create lasting impact in both business and
community.



Thl¯ l¯ Ñha· 35 ×ea«¯ �f l�¨ac· ·«¼�× ���}¯ �l}e, b¼l�· ·h«�¼gh ¨e�¨�e, «e�a·l��¯hl¨¯, a�d a
¯ha«ed be�lef l� ·«ade, c���¼�lca·l�� a�d c¼�·¼«e.

 F«�� l�d¼¯·«× �eade«¯ ·� e�e«gl�g e�·«e¨«e�e¼«¯, f«�� g��ba� b«a�d¯ ·� ��ca� b¼¯l�e¯¯e¯,
·hl¯ l¯ ·he �e·Ñ�«} ·ha· c��·l�¼e¯ ·� d«lÐe He«�e¯ EÖ¨� f�«Ña«d.

 T� �¼« ¯¨��¯�«¯ a�d eÖhlbl·�«¯, ·ha�} ×�¼ f�« ¯h�Ñl�g ¼¨ Ñl·h ¨¼«¨�¯e, f�« l�Ðe¯·l�g l�
·hl¯ ¨�a·f�«�, a�d f�« b«l�gl�g ×�¼« Ðl¯l��, ×�¼« e�e«g×, a�d ×�¼« c���l·�e�· l�·� ·he

«���. 

Y�¼ a«e ·he f�¼�da·l�� �f ·hl¯ eÖ¨e«le�ce, ·he «ea¯�� l· c��·l�¼e¯ ·� g«�Ñ, eÐ��Ðe, a�d
c«ea·e «ea� �¨¨�«·¼�l·×. 

Beca¼¯e �f ×�¼, He«�e¯ EÖ¨� «e�al�¯ a ¨�ace Ñhe«e ·«ade, c���¼�lca·l��, a�d c¼�·¼«e
c��e ·�ge·he« l� a �ea�l�gf¼� Ña×, Ñhe«e c��Ðe«¯a·l��¯ �ead ·� c���ec·l��¯, a�d

c���ec·l��¯ �ead ·� ¯��e·hl�g �a¯·l�g. 

 I·’¯ a �lÐl�g, g«�Ñl�g �e·Ñ�«} b¼l�· �� ·«¼¯·, c���ab�«a·l��, a�d f�«Ña«d ��Ðe�e�· a�d l·
c��·l�¼e¯ beca¼¯e �f ×�¼.
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